	HUMANITIES DEPARTMENT


EXPOSITORY WRITING AWARD

Central to the mission of the Humanities Department is the teaching of close observation, critical thinking, and analytical writing. Each year the department seeks to honor two expository essays that exemplify these skills.

There is no one essay format, structure, style, or topic that qualifies an essay for this award. The faculty of the department evaluates each essay on the clarity and sophistication of its thesis, use of specific evidence, and unity and effectiveness of composition (see below).

CRITERIA FOR JUDGING________________________________________________                                                  
The Humanities Department seeks to honor those essays…

That put forth an arguable claim in response to a well-defined problem, puzzle, or complication

That handle specific evidence persuasively, which includes
( carefully selecting and isolating significant detail
( using sound observations and inferences to explore and interrogate detail, yielding new ways of seeing and thinking
( remaining accurate, clear, and relevant in the employment of evidence throughout
That exhibit unified and effective composition

( demonstrating a purposeful structural coherence such that the argument develops throughout the essay (and possibly includes counterargument)
( consisting of well-built, well-integrated paragraphs

( achieving an elegance of delivery through consistent control over sentence construction
___________________________________________________________________
